AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as indicated in the following listing of all claims: 



1 . (Currently amended) A method of configuring a communication link interface in a 
first device, the method comprising: 

setting a transmit width of a transmit portion of the Hnk interface for transmitting to a 

second device b ased on a usable transmit width; 
setting a receive width of a receive portion of the link interface for receiving from the 

second device b ased on a usable receive width, 
wherein the transmit and receive widths are separately specified. 

2. - 7. (Canceled) 

8. (Currently Amended) A communication link interface in a first device comprising: 

a transmit controller to transmit data [[over]] fi-om a transmit portion of the link interface 
over a communication hnk couphng the first and a second device , wherein a 
width of data transmitted is set according to a value held in a programmable 
transmit width register; and 

a receive controller to receive data from the second device over the communication link 
into [[over]] a receive portion of the link interface, wherein a width of data 
received is set according to a value held in a separatelv p rogrammable receive 
width register. 

9. (Previously presented) The communication link interface as in claim 8, wherein: 
the value held in the programmable transmit width register indicates a usable transmit 

width; and 

the value held in the programmable receive width register indicates a usable receive 
width. 



10. (Currently amended) The communication link interface as in claim 9, wherein the 
usable transmit width is the lesser of a maximum transmit width of the transmit portion of the 
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link interface and a maximum receive width of a receive portion of another communication link 
interface in the second device > 

1 1 . (Original) The communication Unk interface as in claim 9, wherein the usable 
receive width is the lesser of a maximum receive width of the receive portion of the link 
interface and a maximum transmit width of a transmit portion of another communication link 
interface. 

12. (Original) The communication link interface as in claim 8, further comprising: 

a maximum transmit width register indicating a physical width of the transmit portion of 

the link interface; and 
a maximum receive width register indicating a physical width of the receive portion of 

the link interface. 

13. (Currently amended) A commxmication link interface comprising: 

means for setting a transmit width of a transmit portion of the link interface based on a 

usable transmit width; and 
means for setting a receive width of a receive portion of the link interfac e, separatelv 

from setting the transmit width, based on a usable receive width. 

14. (Original) The communication link interface as in claim 13, wherein the usable 
transmit width is the lesser of a maximum transmit width of the transmit portion of the Unk 
interface and a maximum receive width of a receive portion of another communication link 
interface, 

15. (Original) The communication Unk interface as in claim 13, wherein the usable 
receive width is the lesser of a maximum receive width of the receive portion of the Unk 
interface and a maximum transmit width of a transmit portion of another communication link 
interface. 
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16. (Original) The communication link interface as in claim 13, further comprising: 
means for providing a maximum transmit width for use in determining the usable 

transmit width; and 

means for providing a maximum receive width for use in determining the usable receive 
width. 

17. (Previously presented) The communication link interface as in claim 13, further 
comprising: 

means for providing a maximum transmit width for use in determining a usable receive 

width of another communication link interface; and 
means for providing a maximum receive width for use in determining a usable transmit 

width of another communication link interface. 

18. (Canceled) 

19. (Previously presented) The interface as in claim 8, wherein the width of the data 
tr^ismitted and the width of the data received are separately specified. 

20. (Canceled) 

21. (New) The method as in claim 1, wherein the usable transmit width is the lesser of a 
maximum transmit width of the transmit portion of the link interface and a maximum receive 
width of a receive portion of another communication link interface in the second device; and 
wherein the usable receive width is the lesser of a maximum receive width of the receive portion 
of the link interface and a maximum transmit width of a transmit portion of the other 
communication link interface. 

22. (New) The method as in claim 1 wherein the usable transmit width is received from 
an external source. 
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23. (New) The method as in claim 1, further comprising: 

providing a maximum transmit width for use in determining the received usable transmit 
width; and 

providing a maximum receive width for use in determining the received usable receive 
width. 

24. (New) The method as in claim 1 , further comprising: 

providing a maximimi transmit width for use in determining a usable receive width of 

another communication link interface; and 
providing a maximimi receive width for use in determining a usable transmit width of 

another communication link interface. 

25. (New) The method as in claim 1, further comprising: 

setting the transmit width to a default value prior to determining the usable transmit 
width; and 

setting the receive width to a default value prior to receiving the usable receive width. 

26. (New) A method for configuring a point to point communication link coupling a 
first and a second device, the method comprising: 

configuring a first communication link interface in the first device, the configuring 
including, 

setting a transmit width of a transmit portion of the first communication link 

interface based on a lesser of a maximum transmit width of the transmit 
portion of the first communication link interface and a maximum receive 
width of a receive portion of a second communication hnk interface in the 
second device; and 

setting a receive width of a receive portion of the first communication link 

interface, separately from setting the transmit width, based on a lesser of a 
maximum receive width of the receive portion of the first communication 
link interface and a maximum transmit width of a transmit portion of the 
second communication link interface. 
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27. (New) The method as recited in claim 26 further comprising: 
configuring the second communication Unk interface in the second device, the 
configuring including, 

setting a transmit width of a transmit portion of the second communication link 
interface based on a lesser of a maximum transmit width of the transmit 
portion of the second communication link interface and a maximum 
receive width of a receive portion of the first communication link 
interface; and 

setting a receive width of a receive portion of the second Unk interface separately 
from setting the transmit width based on a lesser of a maximum receive 
width of the receive portion of the second communication link interface 
and a maximum transmit width of the transmit portion of the first 
communication link interface. 
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